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tion of which is uncertain, but it was on Manatawny creek, and
probably about three miles above Pottstown. Mrs. James visited
the ^spot it is supposed to have occupied, " and could see some re-
mains of the dam, and an excavation in the bank where buildings
once stood." Another Pool forge is known to have existed farther
up the stream, probably built after the first one was abandoned.
Pool forge was attacked by the Indians in 1728, who were repulsed.
Bishop says: "A forge is mentioned in March, 1719-20, at Mana-
tawny, then in Philadelphia, but now in Berks or Montgomery
county." This reference is undoubtedly to Pool forge.

In Day's Historical Collections mention is made by a historian of
Chester county of Samuel Nutt, who built a forge called Co vestry %
in the northern part of Chester county, which "went into opera-
tion about the year 1720," and made "the first iron" manufactured
in Pennsylvania. Another historian of Chester county contributes
to Egle's History of Pennsylvania the information that Samuel Nutt
did not arrive in this country until 1714. " He took up land, on
French creek, in 1717, and about that time built a forge there.
A letter written by him in 1720 mentions an intention of erecting
another forge that fall." Mrs. James states that Nutt purchased
800 acres of land at Coventry in October, 1718. She claims that
Rutter removed in 1714 from Germantown "forty miles up the
Schuylkill, ... in order to work the iron mines of the Mana-
tawny region." In her Memorial she gives a verbatim copy of the
original patent of William Penn to Thomas Rutter for 300 acres
of land in Manatawny, dated February 12, 1714-15. Dickinson
says positively that Rutter made iron in 1716. Nutt. probably
made iron at Coventry forge in 1718. Bishop refers to a letter
written by Dickinson in July, 1718, stating that "the expectations
from the ironworks forty miles up Schuylkill are very great."
In April, 1719, Dickinson again wrote: "Our iron promises well.
What hath been sent over to England hath been greatly approved.
Our smiths work up all they make, and it is as good as the best
Swedish iron." Dickinson probably meant Nutt's forge as well
as Rutter's. The following obituary notice in the Pennsylvania
Gazette, published at Philadelphia, dated March 5 to March 13,
1729-30, ought to be conclusive proof of the priority of Thomas
Rutter's enterprise: " March 13. On Sunday night last died here
Thomas Rutter, Senior, of a short illness. He was the first* that
erected an ironwork in Pennsylvania." Both Rutter and Nutt
were Englishmen, and were men of means and great, enterprise.